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humble Propoſals 


Anſwer unto, the Humble Propoſals, which are 
printed in the name of ſundry learned and pious Diyines, 
concerning the Engagement which the Parlia- 
ment hath ordered to be taken. 
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to Chriſtianity, and to Policie. 


How far thoſe Fropoſals are agreeable to Reaſon, 
Shewing How the Propoſers thereof may receive (atisfattion 


therein, in all theſe reſpecti. 


Heretinto are added , The Humble Propofals themlclves; | 
becauſe they are not currantly to be found 


Written by Joux Dux Y. 


= 
1 Cor. 10.18. Not he that commendeth hnuſelfe, is ado, 4 
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whom the Lord commendeth, 


Js ates, 7-1650, Imprimatur, Joſeph Guys 
d ane LEE > 2 975 


Lowdown, — R. L. fot Richard Wodenothe, at the Starre 
under St. Feters Church in Coruhill, 1650. 
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Humble Propoſals. 


Ser, 


Concernmg the ſcops of this Treatiſe. 


is conceiv'.' thatthelePropofals contain the Arength 

AB 5 of all thoſe Seruples, which the conſcientious, and 

2] [229 hitherto otherwiſe wel-2f:Cted party towards the 

DAR Caulc of liberty and Retormation, hath taken up a- 1 * 

gainſt che Engagement: and becauſe it is neither juſt 2 
nor conſcionable, that any matter ſhould be preſſed upon the Con- write this 
ſcience of any as a Duty, her wiſe then by a clear demonſttation Treatiſe. 
of the righteouſneſſe thereof, and a conviction of the judgement 
therein 2 nor can it With any probability be conceived, that the 
Parliament which with ſo much pious zeale and vigour, hath op- 
poſed the incroachments of Tyranny hitherto; ſhould now intend 
any preſſures upon any, which are not abſolutely neceſſary, or fur- 
ther then they are unayoydably requiſite for common ſafety; there- 
fore it will be very expedient to endeaycur the removing of theſe 74, Scope 
Scruples , as of ſtumbling- blocks out of the way of conſcionable thereof. 
men, whoſe aim is, to ſeek Peace and Unity in the Truth; & to of- 
fer by a juſt Re-propoſal, and more faithfull repreſentation of 
matters, ſomeequitable ſatisfaRion to theſe humble — 
AZ A 


2 | Juſt Re-propoſalt, . 


The things tobe Aud to this effect two things ſhall be weighed without preju- 
bandled therin. e : Firſt, what ſirength 


In the Propo- 
als. 


Sec. 1. 


Sed. 2. 


of Reaſon, and ftrainof Chriſtianity is in theſe Propoſals. Second- 
ly, what way may be followed to bringthe mindes of theſe Pro- 
poſers into a quiet frame, by the performance of theſe Duties 
which they themſelves acknowledge to be juſt, and which to the 
State will undoubtedly give ſatisfaction. 


SECT. II. 
T he Summe and Subſtance of the Propoſal: briefly, 
and in order 


He Minifters who have made theſe Propoſals, repreſent firſt 

themſelves unto us; and then their Scruples concerning the 
Engagement, for which they deſire to be excuſed from the Sub- 
ſcription thereof. 

They repreſent themſclyes in reference to that which is paſt, 
to that which is preſent, and to that which is their future i- 
on. In reference to things paſt, they have faithfully ſerved the 
Parliament; they have ſuffered for the cauſe thereof in the pur- 
ſuance of juſt liberty and reformation 5 and they have adhered 
to their firſt Principles unto this day. 

In reference to things preſent, they are peaceable and obedient 
to the Lawes of the Nation; they endeayour with meekneſſe 
and humility to preſerve their inward peace, and outward ſafety; 
and they find themſel ves firaightened in conſcience upon the caſe 
of the preſent Engagement . 

In reference to future Reſolutions, they declare that they will 
behave themſelves according to theſe following Pofitions. 

1. That although they hold themſelyes ſtill bound intheir for- 
mer ſolemne Covenant and Engagements; yet that they are al- 
ſo convinced, that it is neceſſaty ſome Civill Government ſhould 
be ma intained in the Land. 

2. That they count it agreeable to the will of God, ts the 
light of nature, to the ptactiſe of all Chriſtians, to their own 
principles, and to their — Engagements; to own the chan- 


ges 


to Humble Propoſals. 1 


gees of Government, which Gods providence brings upen 2 Na- 


tion; when he diſables one, and inables another Government to 
afford protection to the people thereof. 

3, That their owning of the Covernment will be by living 
quietly and peaceably in their places and callings under it; and 
by ſubmitring to ſuch chings as are impoſed upon, or required of 
them by the Po wers which are in actuall poſſeſſion; being things 
in themſelves lawful, and neceſſary for the preſer vation of the m- 
ſelves and others. 

4+ That all this may be done withont diſputing the right and 
title of thole that are in place of Magiftracy over them. 

In theſe things they propoſe themſelves unto us; that we may 
know what they are, and what their ſenſe is ot the preſent Go- 
vernment, and the ſubjection due thereunto, 

Then in the ſecond place, they propoſe alſo what their ſcruples 
are, concerning a ſubſcription to the Engagement, which are of 
four ſorts. vd. 1. Of that which the words in themſelves ſeem to 
imply & import. a. Of that where they relate to the violating of 
former Engagements. 3. Of that which is a matter of generall 
ſcandall & offence. 4. Of that which may becote a ſnare unto the 
Subjects, and a prejudice unto the Rulers themſelves. 

Concerning the ſenſeof the words, they ſcruple at them be- 
cauſe they ſeem to import (ſay they) things not to be aſſented 
unto. As 

1, An Approbation of the preſent eſtabliſhment as effected by 
2 full and free Authority. | 

2. A. Racification and- Conſent of the people unto the Au- 
thority . 

3- An Obligation to act at all times, in all places and capaci- 
ties to the promoting and — of the Authority, 

Concerning the violation of their former Oathes and Engage- 
ments; they declare from the words thereof, and: the manner of 
taking the ſame ; that ſuch an awfull impreſſion remaines upon 
their conſcience thereby, that except the conſiſtency of the En- 
gagement be made unqueſtionably clear, with the ſolemne League 
CI; that to enter into it will be utterly unlawfull un- 
to them. 


Concerning the matter of Scandall; they ſay chat the ta king 
| of 


Seit. 3. 


Sec. 4. 


Seft.s. 


SefF.6, 


We 8. 


The main con- 
cluſon of the 


Propoſals. 


4 p | Juſt 'Re-propoſols, | 
of the Engagement being lookt upon, as an infringement of for- 
mer Oaths, will blaſt the whole reputation of their perſom, 2nd 
of their Miniſtery, and reflect with more diſ- advantage upon the 
Goſpe!, then bring advantage to the State : for which caule, they 
cannot yeild to a ſubſcript on thereof: till either by a ſolemne 
Debate about it (as of the Covenant) or otherwiſe; the Scru- 
ples of their Conſcience be taken away. 

Concerning the ſnare laid bySuperiours before their Sub jccts; 
and the priviledges redounding from thence upon the Gove ru- 
ment it ſelf; it is not offered as a Scruple, but rather as a warn- 
ing to thoſe that are in Power; chat they ſnould not imitate the 
Epiſcopall ſeverity and perſecution in King James his dayes, and 
14 later times, whereby they laid the foundations of enſuing evils 
to themſelves and theit people ⁊ and that they ſhould not act a 
gainſt their profeſſed Ptinciples, in having no reſpeR unto tender 
Conſciences. . 

From all which premiſſes, they inferre a conclufion by way of 
ſupplication, put up to thoſe that are in preſem Power, that they 
may not be compelled, either to draw reproach upon Religion, 
and vilifie the Reput ation of their Miniſtery, or to ſuffer ſo high 
a penalty, as to be our-lawed oſ their Birth- right for not ſubſcri- 
bing the Engagement. 


- 


SECT. III: 


What ſtrength of Reaſon is tobe found in the matter of 
theſe Propoſals to draw on their 


cenclaſion. 


ID concluſion, which the Propoſers inferre upon theſe Pro- 
—— this; — beſeech 2 conſtraine 22 to take 
the Engagement by any puniſhment ; but ſuffer us to be in 

ſafety under your protection; although we ſubſcribe not the En- 
nent, as you require us to do. 

If thezationall ground of this demand be inquired into, it will 

be found to ſtand in the arguments, which make good theſe three 

aſſertions. | 

1. That 


LOS 


” 


to Humble Propaſals. 


1 That we ought not to ſubſcribe the Engagement. 
2 That you ought not to puniſh us for non · ſubſcript ion. 


3 That we ougnt to ha ve our birth- right, Which is the bene- 42d three = 
fit of the Laws of the Nation, and your protection to that efftct, Branches of it. 


though we ſubſcribe not. 8 

the Reaſon of the firſt aſſertion be asked, 'viz. Why ought 
you to ſubſcribe the Engagement, 

he Anſwer will be this; becauſe we are ſtreighted in Con- 
ſcience, upon the Cafes incident to the Engagement, ahd can- 
not ſubſcribe ic without doabting ; which to do, in us would be 
fin by the Apoſtles Rule, Rows. 14. 

What is the cauſe of your doubting? 

The cauſe of our doubting is, 1. The ſenſe of the Engagement 
importing things greatly different from that, which we conceive 
to be our duty in reſpect of the preſent eſtabliſhment. 2. The 
ſeeming violation of our former Oaths. 3. And the matter of 
grieyous ſcandal], which will begiventoall ſorts of people, a- 
gainſt the Goſpel and our perſons and minifiery therein: it we be 
counted perjured in our former Oaths; which rather then to 
ſuffer, and to make the glorying of our Minifiery void, we ſhould 
reſolve to dye. 2 5 

For all which reaſons (ſay they) we ought not to ſubſcribe 
this Engagement; becauſe to our thought, theſe are the conſe- 
quences ol the ſenſe imployed therein; nor can theſe inconyeni- 
ences a to us be removed, except the eonſiſlency ot this En- 
— with the former Oaths be made unqueitionably evi- 
ent. . At: hit 


though in higheſt Authority are bound to avoid the laying of 
ſnares and ſtumb ling - blocks in the way ef their brethren 2 and if 
theſe that are over us now, ſhould do as our former Governours 
did, to impoſe enſnaring Oaths upon godly people, and enforce 


— revs theraims ; they may by that meanes in the 

ming of their Government, lay the anlappy tonndations of 
ing troubles to themſelves and their people; as King James 

and Charles, and the Biſhops in former times have done. * 


Iſche Reaſon of the ſecond aſſertion be asked of them, vix . The Ar gument- 
Why the Rulers of the State ought not to puniſh chem for non- proving the ſet 
ſubſcriprion ? The Anſwer will be this; becauſe Governours #94 Branch. 


Juſt Re-propeſals. 
And then another reaſon why the Subſcription ougbt not to be 
enforced with a puniſhment ; is becauſe the proſeſſed · Princi- 
ples and reſolutions of theſe that are in preſent power ire to 
ha ve reſpect to tender conſciences, which in this caſe would not 
be regarded ; if without conſiderations of theſe ſctuples a puniſh- 
ment ſhould be inflicted upon the non-ſubſcribers ofthe Engage- 
ment. 

And if it be objected.: but what aſſurance can the Governours 
of the State have ofthe non · ſubſcribers peaceable converſation ? 
The Anſwer is. n 

1. That the ma s experience behaviour, 
and faithful hetviceof de Non-ableribers - tobe taken as 
a betrerſecurity for theit peaceable diſpoſition, a fained ſub- 
ſcription which many yield unto. 

2. That they for a forbearance from Subſcription on- 
ly, till by a ſolemne debate, or otherwiſe; their conſcience ſhall 
be cleared of their important ſctuples. 

The Arguments If laſtly, the reaſon of the third aſſertion be asked, viz. Why 
proving the ought you to have the benefit of the Law, and our protection to 
[third Branch. that effect, though you ſubſcribe not to be true and faithful tothe 
Common-wealth ? The Anſwer will be this. 
1. Becauſe we have been faithful! all along tothe Parliament, 
till now of late theſe — —ͤ—H are come in cur way. 
2. Becauſe e have been $ with you, and as much as 
any in the cauſe of Liberty and Reformation, 
3. Becauſe we adhere ſtill co our firſt principles upon which 
you did undertake to give us protection. 
4. Recauſe we do promiſe to maintain the Peace of the Nati- 
on, and to pay obedience to the Laws thereof, whereof we crave 


5. Andbecauſc notwithſtanding all our former Oaths andEn- 
acknowledge not onely the neceſfity ofa ci- 
generall, for the preſervation of humane ſo- 


| ſtrained would do. co thoſe that ate 
alſo in particular, this Goyernuwenr:wb nce hath ' 
| . ſer up over us, to be that under which we ought to live quietly 
| and peaceably in our Callings, and to which we 3 
4 


all chings lawfull and neceſſary for common ſafety, without di- 
— and Title, by which it ſtandeth; and feeing this 
is che duty, which we ate willing to performe, we crave the pro- 
tetction due to ſuch as behave t ves aſtet thus manner, al- 
though we ſubſcribe not that Engagement, which we conceive 
is greatly different from the tenor ef theſe duties. 

This may be conceived to be the full firength and Rationality 
oftheir Plea i whereunto what by way of anſwer may be faid; 
ſhall afterwards diſtinctly appear in the Re-propoſals, and in the 
diſcovery of the way of ſatisfaction, to be given liercumo. 


SECT. II. 


hae the fr aine of Chriftianity u, which inche amen 
of the Propeſall a followed. 


> manner und way of propofing theſe matters, as to Chri- 
Rijanjty ſeems withour offence ; theexprefſions being hum. 744! = things 
ble, modef}, proper and grave; the point of ſcruple ſolicitous, o- — 
pen and plain ; and the matter of their profeſſed Reſolution, „aner o/ure- 
without vanity or preſumption, fad and ſerious, and although ring the ſame, is 
the Tale Pope, (if it be ſuppoſed that the Propoſers of theſe ut « all offen- 
doubrs were alſo the Publiſhers thereof ; and that the Title Hue. 
Page was appointed by them to be made as it is) may ſeem to 
contain ſomething contr2diftory to the Propoſals themſelves ; | 
ſomething unconformable to Chriftianity, and ſomething offen- 
five to the ſuperiour Powers, which governe us at preſent ; yet it — that the x- 
is more ſutable to charity, to think chat ſome inconfiderate Ze- 1% — 
lot; rather then any conſiderable company of learned and pious of theÞropefat 
Miniſters of he Goſpel was the Publiſher thereof, and the Au- & «fenfve, if 
thourof the Tithe Page; for it is not likely, that any true Mini- P*bUſhed by the 
ters of Chrift in a matter of ſuch concernment, whiles they pre- be, of the 
tend ro humility in their Propoſals ; would at the publiſſ ing Po them: 
thereof, chime to thetnſelyes the high Titles, of Learned and of 
Drvine ta then which nothing almoſt could be counted more pre- 
ſumptuous in chem, nor could any ſt ing be found moie inju- 
B rious 


——— _— 


| Juſt: Re. propoſals, 
rious to wound che Authoriey of their Rulers withall; then to 
brand their publick Conſuſtations, and the defignes which they 
have for common ſafety ; with the Character which is given in 
. P[al. 64. 3. to perſecutiag wicked Atheifis:; viz. That they com- 


. "une o A wilg. - | 
i 


But if any of t ves ſhould have pur forth theſe their 
own Propoſals ; with theſe high commendations of themſelves ; 


and with ſomuch cpight againſt cheitSuperiours/0 whom they 


ſeem willing to be hu rs for a favour ; then it may be 
judged not onely indiſcretion and yanity ; but malicious Hypo- 
criſie (even againſt the very matter and ſcope of their own Propo- 
ſals) in him (whoſoever he is) that bath thus done it. For if this 
Ringing expreſſion (that they commune of laping of Snare: privily) 
be the true meaning of the Propoſers of thele matters; and their 
poſitive judgment ofthe way of thoſe to whom they offer their 
Propoſals ; it is appatent, that by the publiſhing thereof, they 
have none other aime, but under a faire pretence of Reaſon and 
Humilicy ; co commend themſelves unto the diſcontented mul- 


titude, as learned and Pious Diyines ; and under that notion, to 


foment in the popular weak apprehenſions the plauſible prejudi- 
ces, which the change of publick affaires hath begotten nf 
the perſons and the proceedings of their Governours 2 which to 
cover, ſtrengthen and inſinuate under a Cloak of Religiouſneſſe 
and a Colour of ſtraitneſſe of Conſcience, is as far ſrom the truth 
of Chriſtianity, as that which to God and Men is moſt abon i- 
nable and batefull. 1 . 1% 22 

It ought therefore to be far from our thoughts, to ſuſpect that 
any pious Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt (who will one day reveal the 
ſecrets of all hearts) ſhould be acceſſaty to any ſuch contrivance ; 


but how far che-Pobliſher may be guilty thereof, and what a 
prejudice he. hath caſt thereby vpon the Propoſals themſelves, 


and vrhat a jealouſie he bath raiſed againſt the ſingle aime and 
Chriſtian intent thereof it to be left unto his own Conſcience to 
be weighed in the preſence of God, It ſhall no way in the leaſt 


degree for eſtall my judgement in the conſideration of the matters 


themſelves by way of Re · propoſals, nor my affection in the man- 
ner of repreſenting the ſame to find a way of ſatis faction there- 
Unto. "a 

SE CT. 


To Humble Propoſal: 


SECT. V. 


mbar thoſewho have ſubſcribed the Eng agement , may juſtly 
Re- propoſe unto theſe Propoſals. 


| Th Minifters throughout this Nation, who have judiciouſ- 


ly and conſcionably ; as a matter of din taken the Engage- 

ment, may juſtly repreſent and Re-propole to thoſe, who 
ſcem offended at them for ſo doing, this which followeth; ſome- 
what in imitation of their own ſtyle, and in Anſwer to thefe 
Propoſals, 

We Miniſters of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt , who have all of us whoithe ſub- 
from the beginning, ſought fanhbfully the Common good of the Nati. ſcribers of the 
ow, and ſervedthereinthe Parliament for the purſmance of the neceſ- Engagement 
ſaryends of juſt Liberty and Reformation; and have ſuffered bere- 

tofore many grievous-things, monr Names and Eſtates fromthe 

Commun enemy; and are now (eſpecially ſuch of us as are poſted up) 

like to become ſufferers of the like or worſe things from our Brethren, 

and friends hereafter. . Yet to this day we do conſtantly adhere to our 

firſt Principles; and are not ſtaggered either mreſolutions or endea. The grounds e- 
vonri, tomaintaine in our places and ſtations the Peace of this N ati» 'nducements of 
on, and to pay obedience to the Laws thereof. We conceive it our Du- b, _ 3 
tj in ſuch a time as this, by all wayesof juſtice, of dutiſulneſſe, and — — 
of Chriſtian freedom with humiluy ; to preſerve our i ward Peace 

and outward ſafety, bykeeping a good Conſcimmce, in the caſe of the 

preſent Engagement; which webeing required to take, andioſub- 

ſcribe ew, notrefuſeto do as finding our ſelves obliged thereunto, as 

to a Duty whereof we can tv this ration all account to al that (tal 

deſire to know, what our grounds are for doing the ſame. 

Fir}, We have taken and ſubſcribed this Engagement ; becauſe 1 Becauſe the 
we hold our ſelves ſtill bound, by our former folemne Covenants Irmer Exgage: 
and Engagements, (as taken by us in that ſenſe, which their ex - — *blige 
preſſe words do undoubtedly declare; which is moſt clearly ſuta- the N 
ble to their main ends of publick Peace and Safety; and whete- of civil Go 
init is at this time poſſible and lawfull for us to obſerye them) verument. 

. B 2 to 


_— — —e.——— ————— 1 


Jaft Re-propeſalr, 
to upheld the grounds of Civill Goyernment in this Land ; for 
the preſervation of humane ſociety, and prevention of all thoſe 
evils, which theoutrages of wicked men un- reſtrained would 
produce therein; which is the whole effect of this Engage- 
ment. 8 7 

2 Becauſe God Secondly, Upon mature deliberation we did perceive ; that 

bath altered by the wiſe and holy Providence of God, (whoſe Judgments are 

— © +, unſearchachable, and wayespaſi finding out) hath at this time a- 

— of gainſt and beyond M mens former thoughts and expectations, 

this State, frem ſhaken the foundations of this State, as it was a Kingdom, and 

a Kingdom to a diſabled that way of Government and all that depends thereon, 

Commonwealth, from effording any preteRion and preſervation to any of the In- 

— habitants of this Land ; and hath inabled another forme of Go. 

* verntnent roaffordir ; Wherefore we did conclude from the ligbt 
of nature, from the judgement of the Learned; from the pracłiſe 
of Chriftizns in former ages ; from our own Principles ; and from 
our former Engagements; that ir was the wil of God, we ſhould 
quietly and peaceably fer our ſelves in our places and callings, 
to [fyennder this Government; and to ſybmit to it, in uch things 
aszre upon, or 1equiired of us, by the Powers which ate 
jn aQtuzl} poffeſion ; being things in t hemſelyet lau full and 
neceſſary, or expedient to the preſervat ion of our ſelves and 
others. | 

| Fhirdly, becaufe skhough we found others making a queſtiog 

— ——ç of 1105 tow thoſe who governe at preſent are ng to 

thepublich dhe helme; yet we' conceived that in this cafe if the Engage- 

power, without ment, we were bound without diſputing the right or title of 


Aiſputing their thoſe that ate in place of Magiftracy ; to declare our willing. 


Tulle, teſſe to be true aud faithfull to the Common» wealth of this Na- 
tion, which nove doth Rand withobt a King and Honſe of Lords: 
hy we found this clear duty included in the obvious ſenſe 
thereof. b 

4 bearnfe the Fourthly, becauſe we cleatly conceive, that there is no dif. 

— * the ferenceatall between the ſubmiſſion which the Authours of 

eee the Propoſals themftlves rightly acknowledge to be due to the 

4 oe Powers, which ate in ↄctuall pofſeffron , and that which is re- 

preted then a Quired by the ſubſcription tb this Engegement : for ſeeing the 

they — expreſſe words of the Engagemenr give no ground, to interpret 
clear duty. | the 


— 
— — —äb — ——— 


# 
— — — — — — — — 


. 
—_ ſ. 


the AR of ſubſcription, beyond that which ; a clear'and known 

duty : therefore we think it not (as to our Conſeienees) wer- 

tantable for to interpret it otherwiſe; but we rather think it con- 

traty to a known duty, to make of a thing in it ſelf Jawfoll and 

neceſſary at this time, any ſerupulous interpretation beyond 

what the words import; or to fuſpend obedrence from a duty, 

upon the conjecture of fomething which may be thought unduti- 

full, when that which is to our Cenſcience a known duty is ap- 

parent. Upon which ground we declare, that we trouble not And the Propo- 
out felyes, nor do we think it lawfull to ſtagger others in their ers interpreta- 
thoughts: with the inferences which the Propoſers make upon 4 of the En. 
the Subſcription of the Engagement , with Reference to theſe aufe. 

Heres. | 

ha” how far it doth imply an approbation of the manner of the 
pteſenteſtabliſſiment; Whether às effected by full and free Au- 

chorſty yea or no? whether yea or no, it doth imply an active 
Concurrence, and a tatifying conſeng of the People thereuuto 

further then hat bath been already acknowledged to be due to 

the Powers in aQualf poſſeſſion; by all that are in ſubjection un- 

der them, and _ upon their prorection? and whether yea 

or no, and how far it faſtens a obligation to z& to the freng-, 

then ing and promoting of the Government, which is at preſent, 

or may behereaſter eſtabliſhed by the advantage of poſſibſe pow - 

er? we ſay, that to trouble our own, or other mens weaker Con- 
fciences,with theſeor fuch hke doubtſull Conjectures to eoleut 

the ſuſpenſion of our own , or occaßon the averſion of othet Reaſons why 
mensaffeQions from yielding obedience to a clear and confeſſed noneſbould in- 
duty, is not only prepoſterous and contrary to the aime of heal. */P7*t the Ex- 
breaches , and of adyancing  publick good in this time of — _ 
diſttaction; but inconfiflept (as to out reaſon) with the obvi- ho 

ous meaning of the words, which ate to be ſubicribed, and diſa- 5 
gree ing ( as to our affections) hh the Charity due, 1 Cor. 13. 1. 
no leſſe ro ſuperiours, then to other men, which is, 
not to thinke evill when good may be thought of them, 

And laflly , it is appofite (as to our ſpirits) unto that wiſedome 

which is from above (che Rule of our walking) teaching us; to 
have pure andpeaceable thoughts in all our aRings ; to performe 
duties in Godly ſimplicity, and without worldly wifedome; to — 2 Cor. l. c 2. 

8 gentle 


* 
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gentle and eaſily intrated, to do good works. without partial] 
ſcrupuloſity, and without hypocriſie. | 
And upontheſe principles of true wiſdom (which we humbly 
conceive are not laid to heart, by our Brethren in the third Pa- 
zagraph of their Propoſals) we profeſſedly wave all thoſe ſcruples 
and the ſlumblisg - blocks, which they have laid to themlelyes, 
and wherewith they have puzled others, upon this clear Ac. 
count; that when ever the conſiderations of theſe things, which 
are ſa id to be implyed in the Subſcription (which we ſee not) 


;  - (hall come before us, to be cucumſtantially conſidered for the e- 


a beſore them. 


An ver te 


this. 


dification of others, or the clearing of our own Way; we then 


ſhall be moſt ready to declare our ſenſe therein, according to 


known principles and the Circumftances, which God ſhall offer; 
but inthe mean time we think it anſwerable to the Duty of Chri- 
ſlianity, that we ſhould acquieſce in this plain and gegetall Rę- 
ſolution ; that whatſoever hereafter ſhall appear tous in any of 
theſe doubtfull Cafes to. be a truth, or a duty; to be aſſerted or 
performed, for the good of the Common-wealch (under what 
forme, or without what form ſoever we find jr eſtabliſhed), we 
ſhall hold forth the ſame freely in word and deed, towards all, 
behaving our ſelyes therein accordingly in a peaceable manner. 
Becauſe to do otherwiſe, we think it ſo tar fromfollowioga known 
Rule of Chriſtianity in uprigbtneſſe and ſimplicity, that it tends 
to nothing elſe but a prejudicate fore · flalment of our own and o- 
ther mens thoughts, by the laying ofſnares and ſtumbling- blocks 


1 


The thing then which we re · propoſe to our Brethren is 


That as we ingenuouſly conceive there is no difference at all 


the 3 Seft.of the between the things which they themſelves have mentioned to 
Propoſals, by be duties of Subjects to Superiours, and the ſubſcription required 


poſe 


times, and in all 


way! e by dhe preſent Authority io the obyidus ſenſe of the Engage- 


ment: So welay to that which they call a difference, that not- 
withſtanding this Subſcription, it is free for us in Conſcience to 
think differently of the manner of th Eſlabliſhment, according 
to that which our judgement and light. doth ,or ſhall dictate 
unto us in reference to changeable circumſtances, if onely at all 
e howZyer changeable ; we engage 

. Eo SLES og our 
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our truth and fa ithſulneſſe towards the publick good of the Com- 
mou wealth under the ſame, whence we do acknowledge, that 
upon this Engagement theſe conſequences will follow, as' to our 
Conſciences. bs "m7 63 CIV Ut? | »}, 3 VU 

Firſt, That we are bound to approve” of the preſent eftabliſh- 
ment, ſo far as the manifeſtation of our truth and fairhfulneſſe to 
the Common- wealth, doth oblige us in our places to follow qui- 
etly our own Callings, whether the Authority ayer us be full and 
free ot no. . 9 1 0 » 

- Seeondly, That weought not to ſuſpend and deny our active 
concutrence and ratiſying conſent to any thing which in the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment ſhall be offered and found lawfull and neceſſa- 
ry for common ſaſtty, being offered to us by the Authority, 
which is, eſpecially becauſe it is declared, that the Originall of 
all juſt power is in the Pebple: therefore concerning that our 
conſent is required heteunto, (as being ſome of the People) we 
judge it our duty in this ſenſe to give it, leaſt we become acceſſa- 
ry to the cauſes of diſturbing our preſent peace ot ſuture ſettle- 

Thirdly, That — to be obliged in things la w full and ne- 
ceſſary and expedient for common ſafety to act at alltimes, in all 
places and capacities, to the promotiug and ſtrengthening of the 
Eſtabliſhment which Gods providence hath ſet over us, and he 
hath inabled to afford us juſt protection. 

Aud ſeeing by this Engagement, we think not our ſelyes 
bound up by any words exprefled therein; to the particulars t 
(Of a full and free Authority, of the conſent of the People, and of 
the ſtrengthening of another eſt abliſent , which may (et it ſelf up, 
ce.) implyed and mentioned in the Propoſals: but mean to . 
declareby our ſubſcription, thus farre only as we have ſaid, our 
appro bation of, our ratifying conſent unto, and our obligation to- 
wards the: preſent Eſtabſiſhment: therefore we cenceive not 
that we do violate any of our former Oaths, Proteſtations or 


ſolemne League and Covenant, whereunto by the former Com- Re. proſall 10 
mands of Patliament; We actually were, or implicicely' could the 4 Seck. of 
be obliged. But weremeriber very well, and conſider concern. *** *r9poſats 
ing the Covenant ; both the time when, and the manner how, — * 


and the matter whereunto we were engaged by it; and the naut. 


ſe 
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ſenſe wherein we then took it, and the afſeverations that we 


ſhould never be drawn from it by any terrour or combination 
whatever ; and the durable obligation brought upon pur ſelves 
* byiit, even all the dayes of our life; and the conſidetation 
which we had before our eyes in the taking of it; namely, the 
Gloryof God in the fit ſt place; the advancement of the King- 
dome of our Lord I eſus Chriſt, in the ſecond place; and the a 
pineſſe of the King, and bis Polterity, as lubordinate, and in os 
thereunto (by the liberties of the Nation preſerve) in che 
third place; all which things, as we did ſormerly, ſo we do Bill due- 
ly conſider: and find by the of publick affaires 
upon circumſtances, which Gods providence hath ordered tar 
judgement over ſome, and for mercy towards others; and by 
the unſutableneſſe of the late Kings wayes with the Kingdom 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and the inconſiſtency of his courſe with the 


publick welfare of this Nation: that the preſent frame of the 
State which now is, though different from what then was, hath 
not been ſet up by any breach of Covenant 2 and that the En- 
gagement whereinto we ate entered, to be true and fauhſalles 
tba Commen-weakch , as it naw is (vn. ) eflabhiſhed without a 
King, and Houſe of Lords, bath neching at all inconſiſtent unh 
the former B ; or doth give us the leaſt cauſe to car 
ry about with us x conſcience (as to theſe things) trembling and 
doubtfull , becauſe we finde: our ſelves fiee from all guilt of the 
leaft intention of violating z uy former promiſes, in things which 
arc poſſible and lawful to be dome by us in our places; which 
were unaltetable Conditions oſ all humane promiſes at all times 
preſuppoſed and ituplyeil therein. 


Net 18 there nom (to dur ing) any patity of reaſon; 


Relating to the in that which we at this time do, to that which would have been 


, un, 1 | 

2 if we had done the lake in time paſt: for altbough it would have 
rween the En been undoubtedly inconſiſtent with our Covenant at that time; 
pars, when King, Lords and Commons made up 2 Parliament to have 
—— Nan , ſubſcubed any Engagement to the King & Lords (if it ſhould by 


f he theit agreement and authority have been required of us) without 
— che Commons of Ex gland; becauſo the Covenant did expreſſy ſub- 


out King a ordinate the relation which we had tothe King and Lords, umo 
Lords. the relation which we had to the Common-wealth, yet now ic 
3243 | \ can» 
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. not be underſtood to be inconſiſtent with the tenor thereof (when 
there is no King nor Houſe of Lords in being) to be without them 
engaged to the Common-wealth : becauſe we never underſtood 
our ſelves otherwiſe engaged, nor could we juſtly by any Cove. 
' nant or Oath whatſoever be otherwiſe engaged to them; but 
in order to the Common-wealth, and as they were true and faith - 
full to the ſame. Therefore there is no parity of reaſon in char, 
which then would ha ve been to that which now is; neither in 
reſpeR of the fundamental! relation of being equally engaged to 
them, and to the Common-wealth 2 nor in reſpeR of the compa- 
rative'telation, in caſes of diviſion and oppoſition, which was: our 
condition a while ago: nor in reſpect of the preſent eircumſtances 
of our eſtalliſhment, wherein there is none other Power and 
Authority viſible, but that of the Commons in Parliament, as Re- 
pteſentatives to that Common-wealth ; to which at all times, in 
all caſes and capacities, we find our ſelves undoubtedly obliged to 
be true and ſaithſull; that is to ſay, willing and active to procure 
the Peace, the Safety, the Plenty, and the Welfare of this Natio- 
nall Society, in « Pailiamentary way, whether it be with, or 
without a King and Houſe of Lords : nor can any juſt defire of the 
perſonall proſperity of a man capable of — a Throne, or of 
men called Lords, (which yet we do not wiſh any ſhould be de- 
privedofin whatis their juſt due) be juſily la id inthe ballance by 
us, with that faith fulneſſe which we owe tothe vhole Common. 
wealth: nor ca the preſent want of them, or any thing which 
they can claim juſtly, prejudice the truth of our affeRion, to werds 
the publick weale of the Nation ina way without them, no more 
then their preſence heretaſore did take us off from aiming at the 
ſame publick weale of the Nation, by the way wherein they for- - 
merly Rood, There can be therefore no parity of reaſen found, 


why the t to the one ſhould (way wich us as much as 
to the other, al the King, and Lords Houſe were in being, 
which the foxmes ements did preſuppoſe: but now this 
preſuppoſall failing without our guilt, and by their own miſcar- 


riages againſt the Common- Wealth, all the Engagements by 
which we were bound unto them, are iyſa facto, made void; and 
our preſent Engagement to the Common-weakh, and Parliam. 
therein, is ſtill the fame which = was; nor could any Covenant or 

Oath 


— 
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Oath ever alter it, nor did any of ns ever intend to infringe it. 
Therefore we ſhall ſurther re-propoſe unto theſe Propoſers 
The Re-propoſal almoſt in their own words, that theſe things being thus confider- 
1 of ed (as we conceive them to be truths clear and unqueſtionable 
relating ro war- to all rationall mens capacities) in the nature of this Engage 
ters of offence ment; and in the full relation wherein it ſtands to former En- 
«nd ſcandal, gagements, cannot in our judgements miniſter the leaſt marter 
of ſcandall or offence to any man - whatſoever, either good or 
bad: who although they are not able to make, or happily ſo 
much as to underſtand ſubtile diſtinRions , (for we make none, 
nor need we to ſeek for any) whereby guilt may either be eva- 
ded or palliated ; yet we hardly can imagine that any will be 
fo irrationally and unconſcionably injurious to us, as to look up- 
on us as breakers of our Oaths and Covenants in this caſe ; or 
as preyaricators of the moſt ſacred and ſolemne things; or as 
men of ductile ſpirits unto evill ; for to be duQtile to our duty is 
our glory) or of proſtituted conſciences, or led by Principles of 
fear or intereſt , which prejudices (ſeeing it cannot be denied, 
that they are onely founded upon the ignorance and miſtakes of 
ſome men; and upon the malicious informations and wrong. 
full ſuggeſtions of others, and not upon any ſolid or juſt reaſons: 
therefore they) do groſſy wound the Goſpell; and ſuch as raile 
at us, or poſt us to be perſecuted; and proclaime us to be per- 
jured, wrong us their innocent brethren, and expoſe our Miniftry 
to ſcorn, (the honour whereof ought to be dearer to us then 
our lives) endanger the reputation, and ſo weaken the power of 
it in the conſcience of our hearers (ho in theſe times of diſtracti- 
on are ſoon perſwaded to have low thoughts of their Miniſters; 
chiefly when Minifters theinſelves ſludy to make one another con- 
temptible) as that it needs muſt be believed, that both Chriſt, and 
the State alſo, will be greater looſers by their diſorderly carriage 
againſt the ſubſcribers of che Engagement, then either they, or a- 
ny body elſe, can be gainers by their non-ſubſcribing of it. 
And relating to We ſhall deſire al wayes wich our Brethren, and we hope no 
Paul's example leſſe then they, to keep in mind the noble refolution of the A- 
and reſolution. poſtle, vho would not in caſe of ſcandalluſe his own juſt power, 
but choſe freely to ſuffer all out ward inconveniences to himſelfe 
rather then to hinder the Goſpell of Ctuiſt; concluding that it 
Was 
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was better for him to die, then that any in that. behalfe 

ſhould make hiselorifying void: but he never choſe to neꝑlect 

part of a neceſſary Duty, for fear of any Kings or Lords 

diſpleaſure; or for the apprehenſion of any juſt reproaches, 

to be caſt upon himſelf by other men, although perhaps Bre- 

thren, he was reſolved, and did conclude in this caſe, to go 

through evill aud good report, and rather to ſuffer bonds and 

death, then not to proceed in the work of his Calling accor- 

ding to his Conſcience : nor could any Combination of few or ag, 20. v. a3. 
of many brethren together take him of from ſuch a reſolution ; 24. & chap. 1 
although other wiſe in matters free to be done, or to be left un- v-11,12,13. 
done as might tend to edificat ion, he was of a moſt duRile ſpirit, Ae k. v. a0. 
and of a moſt facile and yielding diſpoſition. 1. Cor. 9. 19. 20.2111 

22. ! 

We ſhalltherefore again ſay with the Propoſers in out Caſe ; Aud 10 the 
that upon theſe and ſuch like grounds purely conſciencious, and $79%#4s of cox- 
not out of any private intereſt or defign ; but for the maniſeſta- jets. 

tion of our affection towards the peace of this Common-wealth 

we were not neceſſitated to forbear, but were free to yield obe- 

dience tothe Subſcription which was required of us. And al- * 
though now we need not for our own ſatisfaction, to deſire any ;; of — 
debate about the Engagement ; yet if any ſhall deſire a friendly 

conference with us about theſame, we ſhall no manner of way de- 

cline it, but rather further it on our parts, that it may be rightly 

ordered unto edification. 

As concerning the enſnaring Oaths, and Subſcriptious offered Re- ropoſall ts 
by former Governours; we truly deſire they may be duly con- the 6 Seit. rele- 
fidered, and that the juſt judgement of God brought upon thoſe, 47g 10 enſnare- 
who without feſpeR to tender Conſciences did preſſe them, and 8 94% 
lay them as ſtumbling - blocks before their Brethren, may be ap - 
prehended and feared; but we conceive, that the requiring of a 
generall promiſe from Subjects, to performe an undeniable and 
unqueſſionable Duty to the Communalty wherein live 
by theſe that have the power of affording, or refuſing Cvill pro- 
tection to them, is not of the ſame nature with thoſe former 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, which former Governours did require; 
for the former. did relate unto Matters of Religious Concern- 
ment; and not unto Matters meerly Civill, as this _ 

C 2 ot 
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doth ; and then it is one thing to ſeck advantages againſt choſe 
whom he would entrap: (which was the Epiſcopall deſigne in 

their Canons) and another thing, to lay tbe foundation of mu- 

tuall truſt and confidence, between thoſe that are co make up one 

Body 1 For as this ſubſcription doth tend to 

nothing in ic ſelf, but this: ſo we are confident, that it is hot 

propoſed to any other end ; Therefore we are full of hope, thac 

none will ſmart for it; but ſuch as ate wilfull diſturbers of the 

publick Peace and ſafety: and that none may be found in ſuch a 
Category, our work ſhall he to galne all men to their Duties, by 

a clear convictionof their underſtanding concerning the Truth, 
andfaithfulnefſe which they owe to the Publick : nor ſhall we 

delight to make any odious, for not ſubſcribing towards thoſe 

that are in Authority, as weare made odious towards the mul- 

titude for diſcharging our conſcience in ſubſcribing ; but weſhall 

rather condole — — —— i —_— abftaine. from — 

Re- propoſall to bing; bei ie ved, that by their own default in Duty, or s 
0. rela- nelle they ſhould be caſt upon the ſad Dilemma, cd to be ly- 
ting to tender ahle to the diſpleaſure and juſt jealoufie of their Superiours ; or 
60n/ciencet. tt he under the trouble of their own Spirits; which the fear aſs 
5 well of ſinning, as of chufing afflidtion dot bring unto men 
dite the way of Conſcience and ingenuity :and tliat theſe inconveniences may 


of ſecurity #® he avoided, weſhall onf the one hand pray and intercede for 


peaceableneſs. them; that the many yeares experience of their quiet behaviour 


and faithfull ſervices may be accepted towards a jufk degree of 
ſecurity and aſſurance for future poaceableneſſe r aud on the other 
— — alſo — re atmo heme 

ibefaigned!y to the proſeſſion of their dary * ſo all may dd it 
ſincer ey; but eſpecialſy ſuch, as . 2 to 
the Cauſe; and amongſt all theſe moſt-ehicfly; ſueh as fiznd' pi- 
ouſly for theTeftimony of Jof either in the Claffiall ot Con- 
— Miniftery s kf thong k- their failing in tliir Lind, 

me chauwatch' for ad yantages againſt the Officevf the Miniſle- 
ry it ſelſe; and tt vm thoir leaſt haſtings; make uſe of opportuni- 
ties; toi pure contempt pow the function; may not fee" their 

Thctdewery, wioiart pct eſe confiderxtiqns to 
dur Conſciences ſitiꝛfactory; ani before all mer juſtiflable, are 


free 


— — ——C_ 
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free toſubſeribe the Eugagement as but Duty ; ds loviboly, 5s 
Brethren, bel, ch thoſe char ſubſcribe it nof, not to cenſure or al- 


perſe us (whole reputation is as neceſfary for others as a good cluding the 
Conſcience for out ſelves) to be men that draw feproxch upon hole matter. 


Religion, and vilifie the reputation of the Miniftery, by which the 
ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt is adyanceed ; nor cauſe others to think of 
us, that we eſteem Oaths as changeable as Opinions, and ſo 
brand us with the odious marksof equiyocation and ptevaricati- 
on, nor to ſubject us unto the contempt and hate of all, as men of 
looſe and uncertain principles ; and we ſhall endeayour (ſo far as 
God ſhall give us favour with out Superiours) to procure to them, 
the grant of their equitable defires; chat none of them may be 
out-lawed, untill by wilfull violation of the Lawes they deprive 
themſclyes of the protection, and forfeit the benefit thereof; 
which we ſhould be exceeding ſorry for their and the Goſpels ſake, 
to percelve in any of them. | 


SE.CT. VI. 


What courſe may be taken to give theſe Scruylers 
| full ſatisfaftion. * 


| Hz fore=going Section, the Subſcribers have apologized for 


themſelves, and I have ſaid in their Name, that which Tam 
perſwaded all may, and moſt will aſſent unto; to wipe off 
the dium, and foul afperfions which ateè caſt upon them for 
their ſorwardneſſe to do their duty. Now I ſhall hurtibly offet 
ſotnething further towards the ſatisfa@ion of theſe Scruplers ; 
thatiftheRe-propoſals of the Subſctibers; clear not their 'doubts 


\fficiently;” ſome other Overtutes may not be wanting to caſe 
them of the ſatne, and induce them to the peiformance of their 


ty. 
If then, in Charity to them whom J eſteem brethren, and in 


Prudency to our ſelves, ſor ehe preſetyation o [ones Peace, by 
ſothe mutuall aſſurance of fidelity between fe 

is expedient to think upon ſotme fatisfaRory' courle, 
vent further diyiſions, and hexe (if it be poſſible) our — be aimed at. 


2 Subjects 3 it wh 
* why a courſt 
bow to pre- ſatif alien is to 
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leſt the Common enemy both of Religion and Liberty, get his 
fic opportunity, by co-operating with our failings, to fer us a- 
worke to deftroy each other, who together haye co-operated 
hitherto in the common cauſe of Reformation, and juſt Liberty; 
If (I fay) rhis be expedient to be thought upon, I would hum- 
bly ſuggeſt, towards the removing of theſe Scruples ; whether 


- conſcientiouſly by ſinęle-hearted Brethren, or me by ſome 
u 


To ſatis fieſern- 


others who have double deſignes entertained; theſe enſuing Mo- 
tions. f 


I. B:cauſe no man can poſſibly receive full fatisfaQi- 


plers, all their on in any thing, except he will uncaſe himſelf, that all his doubt- 
ſcruples muſt be ings may be known to thoſe that ſincerely ſtudy his content; 


firſt now, 


therefore our Brethren who make theſe Propoſals are to be in- 
treated to declare; whether yea or no theſe be all che ſcruples, 
which they have againſt the Subſcription to the Engagement; 
So that if theſe be remoyed, nothing will further hinder their 
Subſcription? | 

2, If theſe are all their ſcruples, and that nothing is further 
defired but the removall thereof, then our Brethren are in the 
next place to be intreated further to declare ; whether they have 


Then thenbem. in their eye any way of clearing theſe doubtsby which they con- 
fon ſbonldde. ceive (as knowing themſelves beſt) their ſatisfa ction if ic were 
clarethe ſenſe followed might ariſe, and wherein their Conſcience would ac- 


of that which 
may give them 


ſaticfaction. 


quieſce? As 2 exatuple, whether a well · ordered Treaty, to re- 
move miſ-· underſtanding, and to determine, by known Princi- 
ples maiters of duty, will do it yea or no? or whether they con- 
ceive that nothing will ſatisfie their doubtings, and embolden 
them to ſubſcribe, hut either ſuch a Declaration to be made by the 
ſupream power, upon the Engagement, as they ſhall reſt conten- 
ted in; ox elſe ſuch a liberty to put in their own cautions, their li- 
mitations of performance, and their interpretation of the ſenſe 
wherein they ta ke it, that in a manner they ſhall have their own 
will wholly, without yielding any thing at all to the will of their 
Superiouts, to give them ſatisfaction? | 
If chey will not anſwer any of theſe Queres, but will keep a 
hidden teſerye of doubts ; or if qothing but one of the two 
Propoſals, will be eſteemed farisfaRory : then it is evident, that 
in the Propoſers aime there is no ſincerity; for _—_ 
| g ceme 
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ſeeme by their Propoſals, to ſeeke fatisfaRion to themſelves, and what to bejurdg 
a way of agreement with others; yet becauſe they manifeſtly ob- ed of the Scru- 
ſtruct all che rationalmeanes of clearing their own doubts; and Pers, in caſe 
refuſe to deale ingenuouſly towards the obtaining of an equita- * — 
ble ſatis faction from others, in that wherein they pretend to be ons — 
ſcrupled, it may jullly be concluded, that theſe ſcruples are one- Matters fore- 
ly propoſed to colour a wilfull reſolution of non-ſubſcribing, and mentioned. 
of ſtanding at a diftance from under the preſent power; and that 
conſequently there is ſome further deſigne in hand as to State- 
affaires, tending to a future breach; which how beſeeming it 
may be to the humility and piety of ſuch as are called learned and 
pious Divines, to have a hand in, and what Conſcience it will be 
in them to cover it with the mask of tendernefſe of Conſcience ; 
I ſhall leave tothe judgement of all fingle hearted Chriſtians to 
determine, | 
Ie is a ſad thing to conſider, how far ſome men, who want not 
parts, and who undoubtedly are truly Godly for the main: ate 
led ſometimes (in the agitation of the affaires, wherein a party 
which they do affect is intereſſed) away from the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel to play the Politicians, and it is neither well credible 
to others, nor at all diſcernable by themſelves:how far when once 
they begin to warpe from the way of Chriſtian ſimplicity, and Howit comes to 
pure love to their duty, the motions of their own paſſions, the paſs that ſome 
plots of other men, and the deſignes of oppoſition againſt thoſe — play 
whom they diſ. affect, will inſinuate themſelves into their very LTL 
Conſciences, under the pretence of Piety and Zealouſneſſe for 
Religion; which they falſly firſt imagine to be the cauſe they 
have in hand, and then in fayour of this imagination they ra ſhly 
lieenciate themſelves unto many things, whereof in the day of 
their account, they will be troubled to find a juſtifiable Ac- 
quittance. | 
But ſuppoſing as J ought to do, that in theſe Propoſers there In caſe the ſcru- 
is nothing under the deck, but that in this modeſt and diſcreet p{trs be plain 
way, the plain truth and all the truth of their grievances, at — _ 
the lubſcription is repreſented above board, I ſhall now point.,, — 
at the meanes, which in a faite Treatie, I conceive may produce gy in reference 
unto them ſo much ſat is faction, as in equity they can deſire ; 10 4 Treaty. 
That they may have cauſe to deale ingenuouſly either by accept- 
2 
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ing of chat which is offered , if it may be procured, or by ex» 
cepting againſt it, if it ſeem not fatisfaRory ; in which laſt cale, 
I think it would be fair dealing in them, not only to alleadge their 
reafons, why they are not ſatisfied with what ſhall be offered ; 
but alſo to make their own demands, wherein at leaſt they will 
- reftfatisfied ; forto lye only at the ward of excepring, is an un- 
reaſonable poſſure intreating between two equals , when both 
are alike concetnedin a matter of difference, far more then it is 
untea ſone ble when Subjects by a Treaty make their application 
toward Superjours, and ſeck to gain the fayour of ſome equi- 
table ſatisfaction from them in a matter of ſuch concernment ; 
which imports no leſſe then either the loſſe or the aſſurance of all 
their outward protection and ſafety. 

And ſering to ſtand alwayes on the excepting, and not at all 
on the offering or accepting hand, is a frame of ſpirit not onely un- 
friendly amongſt the Members of the ſame Communalty, but al- 
together unſutable to the profeſſhon of Chriſſ ianity? and alſo 
moſt of all unbecoming the worke of the Miniſſery, andun- 
proportipnate to the wayes of peace and mutuall confidence a- 

i brethren ; therefore I ſhall got be fo injurious as to 
ſuſpe& any of them of any un willingveſſe to treat in a faire way, 
not ſhall Imagine, that apy finifirous deſigpe is batched by the 
matter, and the propoſing of theſe Propoſals in the mind of a 
diſcontented party, to e the captious, carping, peciſh, 
and excepting humour of the times. I lay, I (hall not ſuſpect a- 
ny ſuch thing, albough to a jealous eye; the matter thereof 
compared with the aye thereig, and the covered cloſe way of 
difpextng the ſame amorgit the doubtfull multicude ; and at a 
time whiles petitions to gaine delayes, and reſpic for further 
relolutipps, are preſented to Syperiours, may looke ſome what 

Y for all this Lſhall not ſuſpect that avy 
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thereof on the other: far both theſe cqually blaſt the hopes of 
unity, and the grounds of amiable canſidence in all men who 
are ata diſtance one from another; ſor which cauſe I (hall be a 
moſt humble ſutor towards all-fides, that on all bands, not on- 
lya fri Freaty may be ſet aſoot, and chearfully aflented 
unto ; but that whiles matters of juſt ſcruples are taken into con- 
fideration, therein to be reſolved by known and pre-determined 
* rules; the — ry" the interim may not be ſuſ- 
F dedor intermitted on either becauſe all our danger lies 
— common known duties more then in any thing png mary 
elſe: for if we would hut do that which we confefſe we ought be [»ſpexded, 
to do, and which we wiſh others would do to us; there would bet effeftually 
be no doubt a ſpeedy healing of our breaches t nor can there any dad during 
good reaſon be given why Ihould ſuſpend to act a. known du. * 7/9 a 
ty in that wherein I am not ſcrupled, becauſe] io be left ig -e dif 
free to abſta in from acting in that wherein I am ſcrupled : that recen. 
which in Chriſtianity is clear and poſitive, is al wayts to be in- 
tended before that which is dark and negative 2 nor may I with 
a good Conſcience, refuſe to follow the light which I have in the 
| main of a duty, ſo far as it is practicable; becauſe I want ſome 
light in ſome circumſtantiall caſes, which may fall in, 48 to me, 
to be unpracticable. If therefore this ground can be laid and aſ- 
ſented unto, that what ever we ſhall agree upon to be a clear aud 
undeniable duty in Chriſtianity or Morality, (hall be ptactiſed 
for it ſelfe, notw ithſtanding all other differences or defects fal- 
lung in among us, and that in the diſquiſition of matters we ſhall 
2 alwayes ſirſt to determine that wherein we fully agree, 
we mention matters of di- agreement; I am con 
that we ſhall find ſo much cauſe of ſatisfaction and aſſurance in 
each others Reſolutions and Engagements of that kind, that 
| the different apprehenfions of matters which now ſeem ex- 
tream ; and through our mutuall 2 of each other, 
are like to be the utter ruine of beth, will be found very incon- 
fiderable, and ſuch as will be wholly fwallowed up by the grounds 
of mutuall affurance which naturally reſults from every faithſull 
t, to pract iſe things whercin there is a full agree - 
ment between parties; for the not doing (as I (aid befcre) of , 


that which in our places we ſhould do with ſingleneſſe of heart, 
D withour 
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without contradicting and conteſting one with another, about 
1 that wherein we ſuſpect each other (as aiming at that which we 
f ſhould not do) is the Originall and great cauſe of all our. diſtra- 
ction and unſettlement; which if we could intend to redreſſe and 
remove (viz. by overcoming evill with good; that js, the feares 
Rom. 12. 21. Ofevill deſigus and enterprizes with good motjons and engage - 
ments unto urqueſtionable duties) there is no doubt but we 
ſhould find a cleare way to Peace and Reconcilement: this there- 
ſore in the courſe, which I would ſugęeſt to be followed, be- 
tween thoſe that are ſcrupled at the Engagement, and thoſe that 
are not ſcrupled at it, in theit friendly Conference and Trea - 
tie, vi. | g g . | 
ubatl bine: Firft, Let matters of agreement be propoſed, underſtood and 
be hand ratifiedin things Poſitive and Negative. 
led in the Tres · Secondly, Let there bea profeſſed Bngagement, to practiſe that 
— — our which isanſwerable untotheir Agreements, and tending undoub- 
— = tedly to edification between them. 
of ingenuity. | T hirdly / Let matters of diſagreement both Poſitive and Nega. 
tive be thought upon with theſe two cautions premiſed to prevent 
a breach. ä 
Firſt, That no diſagreement in] tor Practiſe ſhal make 
void the dutifull Engagement, to follow joyntly the matters of 
Agreement. It . 5" 
. Secondly, That to take away the offences which may ariſe 
> upon the differences of opinions and ptactiſes, ſome Rules are 
| co be pre-determined; whereby contentious Debates about 
the ſame tnay be prevented, and whereby the right uſe of 
— of Morall and of Rationall Freedome therein may be 
etled. Mt. ry 2 
If therefore thoſe P ious and Learned Brethren, whole ſcruples 
againſt tte Engagement being thus propoſed, have a great influ- 
ence upon the minds of others, to make them ſcrupulous and diſ- 
affected at it: if (1 ſay) they would conveſcend to the Overture of 
5 ſuch a Treatie, (which hitherto ſome have not been willing to do) 
0 Im very confident through the bleſſing of Chriſt, that an Expe- 
7 dient would eaſily be found to ſettle their doubtfull thoughts; 
| and ſo to make all others willing to yield unto their Me” =; 
t 
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that ground of juſt aſſurance and ac quieſcence, for which the En- 
gagement by them popoſed is requiſite» | 

And this is the coutſe, by which thoſe that are ingenuous may 
receive ſatisſaction if they ſeek it as they ought ; but if any doth _ 
ſcruple more through Policy then Piety, this courſe will riot be n= dealing 
liked of, becauſe it will croſſe their deſigne; which is, to keepe policy — 
the mindes ofthe weaker ſort in a ſlaggering condition, that they i v0 rake. 
may not cloſe to any ſettlement ; but lye open to all manner of 
changes : I ſhall not charge any of the Authors of theſe Propo- 
ſals wich any ſuch defign.; yet I cannot abſolve all of them from ol marde 4 
it; for I may as lawfully ſuſpect them in this matter as in any o- Ipected though 
ther matter I may do mine. own heart, whereof although I know zo: charged 
none evill; yer I ſhalldomy ſelf no injury, to ſay, that yet thete With policie. 
may be ſome mixture of deceitfulneſſe in it, when I thinke my * Cor.4.4. 
meaning is atthebeſt.; For the Apoſtle himſelf would not take 
upon him to juftifie himſelf in all things,./kxov. (faith he) no- 
thing by my ſelf, yet I am not thereby juſtified ; but be that judgeth 
me, is the Lerd. So I may without offence ſay, of the Propoſers of 
theſe ſcruples, that although I know nothing by them, but judge 
cha ritably that their ſcruples as to them are truly conſcientious 
yet I muſt alſo ſay, that thereby they are hot juſtified from the 
mixture ofcollaterall defignes ; but that is the Lord who will 
Judge them. The main of the buſineſſe may be truly a doubt of 
Conſcience $4 and yet the managing of it in the hands of ſome 
may be ſomewhat elſe ; nor do I wrong the Chriſtian charity 
which Iowe to all or any of them in this; becauſe it is Jawfull 
for me to be jealous over them with godly jea louſie left by any 
meanes, as the Serpent _ Eve by his ſubtiley : fo their 
minds ſhould be corrupted the ſimplicity which is in Chriſt, I cor. t. 3. 
And truly to look but upon the matter &; ſelt, by comparing the 
former and latter parts of the Propoſals together, a Taube may 
be made thus, that ſeing the main ſcruple whereat they kiek, 
is not ſo much againſt the duty expreſſed in the words of the 
Engagement : which is, to be true and faithful, or againſt the 
Object of the Duty conſidered in ir ſelf, which is this Common- 
wealth: or againſt the immediate qualifications. of the ObjeR 
and ofthe Duty; which are, as it is now eſtabliſhed without a King 
and Honſeof Lords, which are acknowledged to be the effects of 
Gods Providenee; but onely gs che act of ſubſcribing to the 
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whole 
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Whole in referetice to ſome Seate-conſiderations and conſequeh- 


ces following thereupon ; which tend to nothing elſe , but to 
ſuſpend the minds of men, and take them off from the repular 


performance of a preſent Duty, by the conjeQuralapprehenfions 
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of doubtfull inconyeniences which may enſue as to the State. 
Therefore it is not without a rationall ground of jealoufi ; that 
although the matters propoſed, may be reall ſcruplesof Conſci- 
ence, and rationally reflected upon by ſome without preJudice ; 
yet that in this propoling of them,asto the diſpoſition of the mat- 
ter, to fetch about this form of ſpeech, the hand of Joab may alſo 
have been in it, for ſome ſe)ſe-intereſt of State. 

And this may be thought the more likely to betrue, if we ob- 
ſerve two things. Firſt, that the words of this Engagement 
(which are ſcrupled at, and ſaid to be contrary to former En- 
gagements, and the Duties mentioned in the ſecond Sef?.) are 
not at all once a lleadged; to ſhew diſtinAly, wherein the nen- 
tioned contrariety Rand ; but the objection is made con- 
fuſedly againſt the Act ofſubſerĩbing to the words, according to 
that prejudice which the vulgat hath taken up againſt them in 
a generall notion. Herein then the ſubtilty of the Policy doth 


lye i that the matter ſhould be couched in ſuch a way, as doth 


moſt commodioully fayour that notion, and enit which 
in menof Learning, Conſcience and Piety, ſeeking 2 1 
of doubts, doth not ſeem to be faire and plaine dealing. a 


— may be thought to have ſomewhat of a Collaterall 
Secondly, we may obſerve alſo, that if the rhing clearly pro- 
feſſed in che ſecond Sec. of the Propoſals to be a known * 5 
had been reafly intended, and reſolyed to have been pra- 
Riſed at this time no leffe then in generall termes acknowledged 
to be a ching. at ſome time law fully practicable 7 there would 
not hayebeen any inclination to do two things which here are 
done ; not without ſome contrivance. Firſt , che performance 
of duties conſeſſed to be due to ſuch Superiours, as are in places 
over us, and by a people in our caſe under them, wonld not haye 
been her indgreium denied to he due by us unto them. Secondly, 
the words of the Bugagement upon which the whole ſtreſſe of 
theſcruple jo ſaĩd to ſye; and for which that which is confefſed 
to be due to others is denyed to our Superiour Powers, would 
not 


— 
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not have been ſuppreſſed, and left in the dark as they are; but 
clearly mentioned and alleadged as they are not, leſt the falacy 
of che pretended ſcruple ſhould appear. For if the duty acknow- 
ledged in Theſ, had been applyed to the Hypotheſis of our pre- 
ſent conditicn, and the duty required in the words of the En- 
gagement had been compared therewith, the pretended matter 
of \cruple, would by the full agreement ofthe one with the other, 
have been found apparently impertinent: but it may be con- 
ceived, that the matteris laid thus before the pre- poſſeſſed Reg- 
der, or weak diſcerner of ſuch contrivances; to the end, that 
upon a full acknowledgement of a juſt duty, and a willingneſſe 
to performe the ſame, in a caſe like to ours, the iniquity of that 
which is ſuppoſed to be required of us, by the Engagement; may 
be heightened in mens apprehenſions, who are eaſiſy ſwayed to 
receive the worſt impreſſions of thoſe that are in places of power 
over them : by how much then they ſeem to yield to a ratio- 
nall duty, and be of an equitable diſpoſition towards their Su- 
periours, by ſo much they prevaricate againſt the intention of 
the Engagement to make it to be thought altogether contrary 
to reaſon and to juſtice ; by a ſlye conceling of the words, and 
a ſuſpirious interpretation thereof ſuggeſted, as containing mat - 
ters very far different from the acknowledged duty, and wholly 
oppoſite to former Engagements. Whereas in tru th and deed, 
there is no ſuch thing aimed at by the Engagement, nor implyed 
in the words thereof. So that from the third Paragraphe of the 
Propoſals to the end thereof, rhe whole matter and contrivance 
of the diſcourſe may be thought (and yet without doing Inju- 
ry to the Authours) notbing elſe but a Politicall Stratagem and 


- Sophiſme grounded upon the miſ- application and miſ-interpre- 


tation of the and Covenant, to entangle weak and 

undiſcerning jences; and to keep up the ſpirit of diſ-affe- 

ion in the mindes of the multitude under the pretence of ſcru- 

Ples of that kind. ben ther 
. The thing then to be offered to obyiate the deceit of this po- political ſeru- 
liticall coutripance of the buſineſſe, and to give ſatisfaction (if it pu'oft hand con- 
can be admitted) to this politicall ſcrupulofiry cf Conſcience is ſcien!ions ma- | 
this 2 chat the words of the Engagement in their plain ſenſe ; e — — 
Which jmports a clear — confronted with that which ſatisfied in the 


in the ſecond/Sef?. they conſeſſe to be conſonant with the * geverall. 
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of God, with the light of nature, with the judgement. of che 
Leamed, with the praRtiſe of former Chriſtians, and with their 
own principles and former Engagements: and then if the Duty 
mentioned in the Engagement doth run wholly parallel], as the 
caſe now ſtands with us, to that which they yield to be a Duty 
as they State the caſe in generall themſelyes; then they ſhould 
be made to reflect upon themſelves, that they ought to be ſatiſ- 
fiedin this; that by taking the Engagement, nothing is farther 
required of them then hat they proclaime themſelves, to be a 
perſormab le duty in ſuch a caſe. But if their Politicall contem- 
plat ions ofthe meaning of the Engagement, through the ſiniſter 
proſpecti ves & jealaultes which they toke up, and foment againſt 
theit Superiours, by an uncharitable mii - conſtruction of their 
aimes ; willnot ſuffer them to acquieſce in this paralleliſme of 
the Engagement, with what they acknowledge to be lawfull; 
then a further courſe may be taken, and ſhall be offered unco them, 
if they will intend co bring matters to a faire tryall and iſſue, and 
that is this: that the conſequences, which they ſay are implyed 
And alſo in per- in the words of the Lagen. my be taken into conſideration 
ticulars, and examined in three feſpec ti. 
Firſt, Ho far the words of the Engagement, do import in the 
ordinary acception by an indifferent Judge, any ſuch matters, as 
they ſay are implyed therein. re 
Secondly, How far, if the words ſhould import any ſuch mat- 
ters inany ſenſe the performance of the Engagementin that ſenſe, 
is agreeable with the duties mentioned by themſelves in the 2. 
See. ble by Subjects cowards their Superiours in the 
caſe they are ſuppoſed and wherein now we are. 
Thitdly-How far the Covenant and former Engagements, will 
be contradictory or not contradictory to this „al- 
though the Conſequences here laid to be implyed therein, (ſhould 
be granted to follow thereon. 


Chriſtianity and Rationality; a regular way of diſquiry may be 
followed. as it becometh Divines within their bounds, in refe- 
rence to Conſcience, modefily; and not as it becometh Stateſ- 
men, in reference to intereſis, ſuſpicicuſly, and if they will in- 
gage to ſtand or fall to the ifſue of that diſquiy; I dare in the 


tear of God, undertake to let them ſe ſatisfactory grounds, 
whereby 
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In all which matters, if upon known grounds and principles of 
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whereby their ſcruples will be cleared, and wherein conſequent- 
ly their Conſciences ought to acquieſce, if they will not ſubordi- 
nate the inclinations thereof to an affected ſcrupuloſity for the 
love of a party. For that all this contrivance of the Propoſals, is 
like unto the hand of Joab in the mouth of the woman of Tehoah; 


to bring about a.deſigne, rather then to receive a fingle-hearted 2 Sam. 14. 


ſatisfaction for — 3 is neither irrationallto think, nor un- 
chatitable to ſay, but Juſt and equitable in prudencie to ſuſpect: 
and hete we have a clear example of a ſmooth and handſome 
conveyance of a State: buſineſſe under a minifteriall cloak and pre- 
rence of Religiouſneſſe, not in, but out of the Pulpit; which is one 
of the things which in another larger Treatiſe; I have ſhewed to 
be one of the main cauſes of our preſent diſtempers and confuſi- 
ons; namely, when Miniſters meddle with Scate-marters, either 
io their Pulpits as it were authoritatiyely, or out of the ſame more 
— in ſuch a way, and to ſuch a purpoſe as this; therefore: 
to rectiſie the fundamentall errour of the aime and defign of theſe 
Propoſals; as to State - Matters, let me referre the ingenuous 
Readet, but eſpecially theſe Learned and Pious Divines, to an 
unprejudicate peruſall of that Treatiſe ; wherein if any ſhall ſhew 
me, that I have — the profeſſion, or unjulily taxed the 
practiſe of ſome, or miſtaken my way in ſeeking Peace & Truth, 
to heal our preſent breaches ; I ſhall profeſſe my ſelfe to be very 
much beholding to him. Upon this. whole matter then I ſhall 
proſeſſe thus much; that although I thus trace in the Spirits 


of theſe Propoſers by the matter and contrivance of their 


Propoſals ſuch an inclination to meddle in State-affairs, which 
is unſutable to their Calling; yet that I have no prejudice a- 
gainſt them in ray heart for ſo doing, nor do I intend, to faſten 
uponthem any charge of ſalſe and fained pretences of being ſcru- 
pled, otherwiſe then indeed they are (for ] believe that 
they are thus ſcrupled, and puzzeled in Conſcience about their 
own imaginations concerning State - Matters, rather through 
weiknefle and cuſtome, and want ofa Rule to diſcern the moti- 
ons of their own ſpirits, then through any ſer aime, to take up- 
on them the management of State- Matters) but I look upon 
them, as the frame of their thoughts repreſents ic ſelfe and them 
by their way unto me; whereof I hayediſcovered the Rationali- 


ty, the Chriſtianity and the Policy, to ſhew, that in all reſpects 
| ſatisfaction 
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